The September 24 Memorial Service Mama Fu: Aftermath 
Remembering Mama Fu
In 1970, our most beloved Executive Director – Elder Rose Folts (Mama Fu) came to Taiwan from Hong Kong, and for 50 years, she was deeply involved in taking care of and nurturing youth and children from disadvantaged backgrounds. For half a decade, she and her co-workers provided help to more than 1,000 children. Under her care and supervision, many of these children have grown into respectable individuals who are not only able to live independently but are also making a contribution to society. Once, they were helpless youngsters who constantly fell and stumbled, now, they stand tall and walk with their heads held high. 
Mama Fu went to be with the Lord on July 16, 2021, but because of the recent pandemic, we had not been able hold a memorial service for her until … today, September 24, 2022. A few hundred gathered together to remember her.  Those who came included her family, relatives, good friends, and children she took care of in the Children’s Home. They were there to reminisce a person whose life was dedicated to loving others.  The Board of Directors, the residents of the Children’s Home, friends, as well as co-workers were relieved and delighted that the memorial service, which was long overdue, could finally be held. It was a special occasion to celebrate and exemplify Mama Fu’s altruistic spirit and her selfless service to humanity.
Past residents of the Children’s Home looked back and gave thanks

What touched the hearts of many were the stories told by several children (now adults) whom Mama Fu cared for when they were still at the Children’s Home. 

The few who spoke are now actively involved in the Foundation’s current ministry – their active involvement is a token of their gratitude for what Mama had done for them when they were young.
Rev Wu Chuan-ji (Senior Pastr of Jianan Church) said, “ I spent 17 years in the Children’s Home. Back them, everyone thought I would have no future, but Mama Fu believed otherwise. Filled with hope and expectations, she was willing to invest in me.  She was my most important mentor; without her, I wouldn’t be what I am today. “

Dr Zhang Chan Xiong (Lead physician, Zhang Zhan Xiong United Clinic) said, “Our mother may not be an eloquent speaker, but she is a down-to-earth practitioner who puts words into action. She spent her whole life taking care of orphans, and had done many beautiful things for God. She is my hero, my role model!” 

Dr Li Zhun Sheng (Director, Yong Sheng Engineering Consulting Firm) said, “Mama, you had labored all your life; now you can put aside all the burdens and rest in the embrace of our Lord. Rest assured that we will follow in your footsteps and will carry on the work that you started. Mama, I love you!” 
I am not her only child, but she is my only mother

After the big brothers had shared their thoughts, the younger generation, including adolescents and children from the Lord‘s Grace Children’s Home, also expressed their love and gratitude for Mama Fu. They did so through a song entitled “You accompany me throughout the four seasons.”

The Literature Department of our Foundation produced a film entitled “The life of Mama Fu“. The film depicts an ordinary woman who led an extraordinary life. What follows are some lines from the film: 
“

We thank God for Mama Fu, she never talked about love in abstract terms, she transformed it into concrete action. She said she was not good at expressing herself, but she excelled in putting love into action: with determination and persistence, she started and sustained a ministry that provided help to the homeless; she said she was not good at management, but through hard work and inner strength, she protected and nurtured a thousand children. Mama Fu, we thank you！Beginning from the day when you became Mama Fu, you filled your heart and your life with every child who came under your care!”  
Tears filled the eyes of those who watched the film. A little girl who saw her mother wiping off tears, asked her mama, “Why are you crying?” Her mother answered, “Because I miss Mama Fu so much ….”  

After the memorial service, a past resident who grew up in the Children’s Home said, “I am not her only child, but she is my only mother. I thank her for bringing me up. When I shall see her again, I will still call her’ Mama’!” 

Taking over the baton 

Rev Xu Hua Qiang, who succeeded Mama Fu as Executive Director, said, “Yes, we were able to grow up without too many obstacles; we owed this to many who cared for us and supported us continuously throughout the years. Because of their support, our lives have been transformed. We will follow in Mama Fu’s footsteps, I will move forward with determination and courage, and continue the work Mama Fu started. “

We would like to thank everyone of you who attended the memorial service on September 24, 2022. We sincerely hope that you will continue to support our work.  
Rev Xu: From the Gardener’s Corner 

“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not turn from it.”

How time flies! Once again, it is that time of the year – In the American calendar, Thanksgiving is around the corner! During Thanksgiving every year, members of the family gather together, look back to the last 12 months, and give thanks for the blessings that have been endowed with. I had lived in the US for some 20 odd years, and feel that the concept of “family reunion” has, over the years, been eroded. There are of course many reasons for this, but one main cause for this phenomenon is the lack of family education.  According to statistics released ten years ago, in the U.S., about 1.5 million parents are serving prison sentence, and are therefore unable to take care of their children; many working parents have given up the responsibility of educating their children because they are too busy at work. Child abuse and negligence, too, have become serious problems that our time and age faces.  When I returned to Taiwan, I realized that the same problems exist here too. And so, there are many homeless children. 
In July this year, I took a trip to Kaohsiung.  During my trip, I received a call from a former “resident” of the Holy Word Children’s Home. He told me that another former “resident: had just been released from prison and was in desperate need for help.  So I changed my itinerary and went to meet with Xiao Tong. When I saw Xiao Tong, I recalled the days when I worked in “Tian Mu Holy Word Children’s Home” 23 years ago. Xiao Tong was one of the children I had cared for during my time there. At that time, Xiao Tong was eight years old, an adorable kid everyone loved. Now, he looked worn-out and ragged, it was hard for me to match the child I knew to this adult who was now in front of me. I took him to an organization that served ex-convicts, but because he did not want to reside in their premises, they were not able to give him any help. The next day, Xiao Tong called and told me that an “older brother” was willing to provide him with room and board as well as a working opportunity. He asked me to take him to Bao Shan in Miaolv on my way back to Taipei. As we journeyed together, he related to me his experiences: when he was in junior high, because he tried to hurt a teacher with a kitchen knife, he was transferred to another Home; when he was in senior high, he punched a teacher who fell onto the ground, and once again, he was forced to leave. From then on, he wandered from place to place. When asked why he had not returned to his family, he said his father was in prison; as for his mother, she took him to the Children’s Home was he was three; after that, she visited him two or three times, and then disappeared altogether. When I heard what he told me, I was overwhelmed by a mixture of feelings. I thought about the children who grew up in the Children’s Home: some studied hard and got themselves admitted to top universities, how they have become pillars of society; others allowed themselves to indulge in self-pity, and have remained chained to tragic events of the past. 
When I returned to Taipei and once again resumed my role as Director of the new Home, I reflected on what I had experienced during this recent trip. With great trepidation, I realized that everything I do – every word that comes out from my mouth, every action that I take – will have an impact on the children. Proverbs 22: 6 says, “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not turn from it.” Much research has shown that childhood experiences greatly influence one’s life. It is important to take good care of a child and give him proper training before he reaches the age of six or seven. In the Bible, the word “training” (in Chinese, “jiao yang” means to teach and to nurture) has another meaning: it means that parents should dedicate their children to God, and teach and nurture them according to God’s Will. The best way to teach and nurture a child is role-modelling. Parental behavior has a profound impact on children.  There is a saying in Arabic, “if a child has an onion for a dad, and garlic for a mom, don’t expect the child to smell like fragrance.” As for “in the way he should go”, what this means is to guide the child according to the gifts God has given him, and help him to live out his potentials. Furthermore, it is the child who has to embark on his life journey – his parents cannot live his life for him – so parents should do is to strengthen the child’s character and solidify his spiritual life. With proper training and adequate preparation, the child will able to lead a useful life, a life that is free from unnecessary guilt, bad habits, or a distorted self-image. If we teach and nurture our children in such a way, they “will not turn form it” the rest of their lives.
 
News and Prayer Items 
2022 A fruitful year – with specular accomplishments on the part our youth and children 
Thank you very much for your care and support for our youth and children over the past year. Here is a brief description of their accomplishments:
· Xiao Jun discovered her gifts through her participation in a program that focused on skills development. In this year’s nationwide talent show (organized by “Your Dream Come True” Foundation),  her artistic production was awarded a merit prize. 
· With the financial support provided by our Foundation, Xiao Pei was able to invest more time and energy into his bakery class where he was able to hone his skills; he efforts eventually paid off when he was awarded a prize in the GATEAUX Cup competition. His winning product was a mousse cake. He also appeared in a multi-media program (entitled “Everyday Chit-Chat”) as a pastry chef. 
· Xia Lei: she has always been a strong athlete and an outstanding dancer; she was very happy to have won the bronze medal in an athletic competition this year.
· Xiao Yu: he participated in Keelung’s bowling competition and won third place. 

We have now come to the end of the year.  As we look back to the last 12 months, we are thankful to God for His provision and guidance, we would also like to thank you for your unfailing support. As we look forward the new year, we shall continue to count on your encouragement and prayers.
There are three main strands in our work, and we need your support in these areas: 
· Nurture independence：the aim is to equip our adolescents so that they will be able to lead an independent life;
· Deliver year-round service: the aim is to ensure that the children who reside in Lord’s Grace Home will be cared for every day in the year, with no exception;
· Provide tailor-made mentorship: the aim is to ensure that every child or adolescent who has difficulty fitting into his/her family or the organization (where he has been placed) will be assigned someone who will walk closely with him/her on a daily basis. 
Our Foundation will seize every opportunity to serve, to carve out a plan for each needy child or adolescent. We will do our very best to provide assistance to this group of children and adolescents. They might be beleaguered by adverse circumstances in life, but we believe that their lives are filled with infinite possibilities. 
The operating budget for the year 2023 is NT$ 270,000,000.

Please pray for the provision of funds. Your donation is appreciated. 
